28                         INTRODUCTION
States marked tho dangers of isolation. The restrictions
on intercolonial trade were more and more felt irksome,
and the powerful interest of the Grand Trunk Railway
Company worked, though silently, in the same direction.
Beyond and above all this there was besides, in the back-
ground, and for a time hardly consciously, a nobler motive
at work. The idea of a greater Canada had for years
been in the minds of thinking men. The conviction that
one day or other the East and the West would be linked by
the unifying force of a transcontinental railway had been
expressed by Joseph Howe in 1851, and again by Chief-
Justice Draper before the House of Commons Committee of
1857, which considered the rights of the Hudson Bay Com-
pany, The matter was complicated by Canadian claims to
the company's territories which the Home Government
could hardly recognize. Mr. G. Brown had advocated for
some twenty years the annexation to Canada of the Northern
and North-West territories; but as his advocacy had been
part of a crusade against a ' grasping monopoly', it did not
advance the movement much with cautious men. More-
over, owing to the sectional jealousies which prevailed,
Lower Canada was opposed to the opening of the West, lest
it should add to the importance of the Upper Division.
The half-breeds in the Red River Settlement were mostly
French-Indian Roman Catholics, and the development of
the country might mean their submergence under a wave of
Anglo-Saxon immigration. John A. Macdonald had not at
first been in much sympathy with a movement which was
mainly advocated by his Radical rivals; but as time went on
he realized the danger lest Americans should occupy the
hinterlands of Canada and intercept the road to the Pacific.
What might have happened if the American Civil War had
not given the people of the United States ample field for
their energies in other directions, it is impossible to say;
but it is very doubtful how far Americans would have
recognized rights resting on charters, unenforced by occupa-